
Newsletter 
M

a
n
u
k
a
u
 C

h
ri

st
ia

n
 S

c
h
o
o
l 

15 Septermber 2022 

Dear MCS Friends and Families, 
 
Spring is a welcome replacement 
for the soggy, fluey winter that we 
have just farewelled.  Although the 
days are lengthening and warming, 
a shadow has been cast by the sad 
passing of  Queen Elizabeth.  
Despite being 96 and having lived a 
very full life, the Queen’s passing 
brings with it a sadness that is more 
than mere sentiment.  We grieve for 
the nations of  the Commonwealth 
that will no longer benefit from her 
measured, considered leadership. 
 
In Isaiah 6:1 we read ‘In the year 
that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord, high and exalted, seated 
on a throne; and the train of  his 
robe filled the temple.’  King 
Uzziah had been a faithful, God-
fearing king for most of  his life.  
He was succeeded by Jotham, who 
also was a faithful righteous king.  
And yet, despite Judah’s transition 
from one good king to another, 
God revealed to Isaiah a  vision of  
the true King, above all human 
empires, who sits on the eternal 
throne.  This true King will reign 
forever without the mortal frailty 
and moral fallibility exhibited by 
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earthly kings.  We mourn the 
passing of  the God-fearing Queen 
E l i z a b e t h  w i t h  s o m e 
apprehension because her faith 
and Christian thought are not 
likely to be perpetuated through 
her successor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of  the core tasks for a 
Christian school must be to train 
up the future generation of  
leaders who will take their place at 
the cultural crossroads of  society 
and stand for the gospel, despite 
opposition, backlash and ridicule.  
Leadership is not easy and many 
of  us do not feel particularly 
inclined or equipped to function 
as leaders.  However, this world 
needs influencers and by that we 
do not mean the trite, one-liner 
social media influencers whose 
prime concern seems to be 
increasing their popularity.  This 
world craves genuine influencers 
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who represent the gospel of  Jesus Christ (despite not acknowledging it).  The West 
has plenty of  worldly leaders, but few godly leaders.  Worldly leaders are self-
confident, they are decision-makers, seeking to command, are true to their own 
principles and pursue personal gain.  Godly leaders are weak in themselves but rely 
on God.  They seek God’s wisdom through His Word to make honourable, wise 
decisions.  Ambitious for God’s glory rather than their own advancement, godly 
leaders seek to obey their King over impressing fickle friends and followers.  They 
serve without counting the cost.  If  Manukau Christian school can help shape and 
form the next generation of  godly leaders, we will indeed leave a legacy. 

 
Moses was a great leader, but the Lord referred to him 
in numerous places as ‘My servant, Moses.’  Isaiah had 
a glimpse of  the glory of  the Lord and his response was 
obedient service and worship.  ‘Here am I. Send 
me!’  (Isaiah 6:8).  Being a godly leader starts with 
submission to the Ultimate Leader, the true King, to 
Jesus.  Our school exists to unashamedly point children 
and teenagers to Jesus, with the hope that they will 
follow Jesus and lead others to also follow Him.  All 

Christians are called to be leaders because all Christians are called to incarnate and 
articulate the gospel of  salvation.  May we represent the gospel faithfully.   
 
We pray that as King Charles assumes the British throne, the godly wisdom of  
Queen Elizabeth will continue to exert an influence for good over the 
Commonwealth and the world. 
 
Kind Regards,  

 
Pete Slaney B.Sc, B.App Theol, Dip.Tch 
Principal 
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CALENDAR 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

19 

St John  

Years 7 and 8 

20 

 

21  PIPS 

ACS Cross Country 

22 

 

23 
Corbans Art  
Years 7 and 8 
Whole School Assembly 
2.30pm 

26 

Public Holiday 
School closed 

27 

 

28 PIPS 

 

29 30 
School finishes 12.30pm 

HOLIDAYS 

3 OCT 

Year 6 Checkpoint 
Exams 
HOLIDAYS  

4 OCT 
 

Year 6 Checkpoint 
Exams 

5 OCT 6 OCT 7 OCT 

10 OCT 
HOLIDAYS 

11 OCT 12 OCT 
 
High School Students 
start term 4 

13 OCT 14 OCT 
 
 
 

17 OCT 

TERM 4 starts 
8.30am Years 1 to 8 

18 19 20 21 
Whole School Assembly 
2.30pm 

Thank you 
 

• For your attendance at the Parenting Seminar earlier this term.  We hope that this 
was a useful evening, enabling you to implement practical steps as you navigate 
parenthood. 

• For your attendance at the Senior Pathways Information evening for your high 
school child’s future planning. 

• For supporting the Calendar Art Fundraiser.  Funds raised will go toward reading 
material and resources for primary classrooms.  A total of  $900 was raised.   

• For supporting our Year 12 and 13 Bakers Delight Fundraiser for their end of  
year graduation celebration.   

• For supporting your child in getting sponsors for Run4Bibles.  
• For your offers of  help with various activities—without which we could not take 

part.  
• For spreading the word about our school.  We have waiting lists in all year levels.  

Cyber Safety  Evening for Parents 
New Date:  Tuesday 8th November 7.00 to 9.00pm 

Your child’s online safety is important to us—and now is the time to get this right.   
Parents—you can be empowered to protect your child to be safe on-line.  We 
would appreciate one parent from each household attending this evening.  The 
presentation will take place in the church.   (Due to the public holiday, this event 
has been rescheduled to the new date of  8th November).  
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GENERAL NOTICES 

Enrolments and Withdrawals for 2023  
We give prayerful thanks for our Lord’s provision with enrolments exceeding 
available places.  Please remind family and friends to enrol early. 
 
A reminder again that if  you intend to withdraw your child at the end of  the year, 
we must receive notification by the end of  this term.   
 
If  you wait to inform the school until the end of  the year, you will be liable for 
Term 1, 2023 fees if  you withdraw your child. If  there is any possibility of  
withdrawal, please speak to Mrs Oosterbeek in the office.  
 
Fees are due in the first week of  each term unless you have a regular payment plan 
in place i.e. fortnightly or monthly.  Please talk with Mrs Oosterbeek if  you have 
any questions in this area.  

Health and Safety 
 
• We are serious about Health and Safety at school.  Thank you parents who 

consistently ensure the safety of  their children by parking your car in the 
correct place, and walking your child to the central courtyard area from the 
upper carpark.  Parents, please be respectful of  others by parking your car, 
not blocking the driveway, and parking along the road if  your child is Year 4 
and up.   

• Please update your contact details—address, phone number and email if  this 
changes.  Often this only comes to light when a child is unwell. 

• If  your child has had vomiting or diarrhoea, they need to stay home for 24 
hours before returning to school to prevent spreading illness. 

• Please download the Skool Loop App—not only do we use 
this for messages and notices, but we will use this in an 
emergency.  Information loaded to this app is available 
instantly and can be viewed on your phone.  Student absences 
can also be notified via this app.   

• Any new medications that your child may be taking e.g. asthma inhaler, must 
be accompanied by a Medications Advice  form, available from the office.  

• Please report any hazards to the office. 
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HAPPENINGS 

Run4Bibles 

Results of  the run for Year 3 and up: 

After two unsuccessful attempts to run the cross country at the Auckland 
Botanic Gardens, students in Years 1 to 8 did manage to finally hit-the-
trail, or was it perhaps pound the pavement?   

 

Your enthusiastic, unwavering support of  this cause continues to astound Bible 
League.  Thank you for making Bibles available to those that are Bible-less in 
South Africa.  What a fantastic effort! Thank you for your donations, large and 
small.  This year students have raised the highest amount yet:  $15,375. That’s                 
2196 bibles.   Congratulations to the Year 6 class who raised the most per 
student—a pizza lunch awaits you! 

  1st boy 2nd boy 3rd boy 1st girl 2nd girl 3rd girl 

Year 1  Students ran but were not placed 

Year 2  Students ran but were not placed 

Year 3 Ryaan Bhatia Basti Alarcon Yuvaan Brar Kayla 
 Posthuma 

Ivy Li Samantha 
Musara 

Year 4 Jean 
 Schellingerhout 

Zachary 
Bryant 

Lambert Sun Jovel Ong Anje 
Schellingerhout 

Summer Li 

Year 5 Victor Lee 
  

Jesse  
Faletanoai 

Prabmeet Gill Kadia Wong Bella Xia Hannah 
Shallard 

Year 6 Alaric Maney 
  

Victor Carter Harrison Willis Shiyue 
Zheng 

Japleen Hara 
Anania Wilson 

- 

Year 7  Nandu  Arun 
  

 Veer Bhatia  Noah  
Reitsma 

Oriana 
O’Neill 

 Jessica Dass Bernice Han 

Year 8  Rain Guo Mason  
Faletanoai 

Azrael  
Tapaleao 

Anwen Fryer Gracie Willis Emma Wang 
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HAPPENINGS 

Year 1—Story Writing 
Writing stories is a skill that starts off  with small beginnings in 
Year 1 and progresses into well-rounded, descriptive pieces (as 
evidenced by our Year 8 writing on page 7 of  this newsletter).  
Year 1 students wrote in honour of  their dads for Father’s Day.   

My Dad likes to eat seafood.  My dad likes 

chameleons.  My dad washes dishes at 

night. My dad likes to play games with me 

and my sister. My dad loves me and my 

sister.  My dad likes to sing.  My dad 

helps me.  My dad teaches me. My dad is 

funny. My dad helps my mum. My dad 

likes the colour red. My dad watches his 

phone.  My dad eats vegetables.  My dad 

eats fruit.                       Bonnie Li Year 1 

My dad helps me.  My dad is funny. My 

dad plays games with me.  My dad loves 

me very much and I love my dad very 

much and I give him a gift and my dad 

likes egg and beans.  My dad loves tools 

and he likes work and he makes money to 

buy toys and food and a new car. 

Ryan Qi Year 1 

 

My dad helps me. My dad is strong and kind. My dad loves me. My dad likes to eat 

chips. My dad likes to help me. My dad is very happy. My dad likes to be kind. My dad 

likes to eat.  My dad loves God and me. My dad loves to teach me.  My dad loves to 

read books. My dad likes to go shop. My dad likes to hug me. My dad likes the colour 

blue. My dad is funny and fun. My dad loves Spring. My dad likes the sun. My dad loves 

to sleep. My dad likes to walk. My dad likes to draw. My dad likes to play games. My dad 

likes to wash the dishes. My dad likes to learn. My dad likes our home. My dad likes to 

eat lots of food. My dad likes chameleons. 

Syma Soo Year 1 
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HAPPENINGS 

Year 8—Writing 

In Year 8, we have been looking at how to write a pourquoi. ‘Pourquoi’ is a French 

word which means ‘Why?’. A pourquoi follows the narrative structure and usually 

answers a how or why question. For the first half  of  this term, students have been 

learning how to structure their narrative writing in a way that engages the reader, 

building tension to reach the climax point of  the story. Narrative topics ranged 

from ‘Why the Starfish is Star-Shaped’ to ‘How the Zebra got His Stripes’ and 

many more in between. I hope you enjoy this pourquoi written by Dane Mann.  

Far away from society was a gooseberry forest. 

In this undisturbed forest lived Pig and the hum-

mingbirds. Pig was beautiful, well-groomed and 

had the most extravagant, straight tail. The hum-

mingbirds were kind, easy-going and didn’t value 

their appearance like Pig did. Pig and the hum-

mingbirds hardly conversed for this reason. Pig 

was anxious about maintaining his looks. 

One early morning, in the quiet forest, Pig was 

scavenging for some succulent gooseberries to 

fill his empty stomach. While searching, he 

stepped cautiously around the muddy surface. 

Treading attentively towards the tiny plantation 

near the edge of the rocky cliff, Pig spotted a 

sprout of delicious berries. Excitedly, Pig opened 

his mouth wide and was on the brink of feasting 

on the berries, when suddenly his shiny black 

hooves slipped.  

 

Pig let out a mighty squeal. He was just about 

to fall when his tail grasped a plant’s root. He 

found himself dangling from the edge of the 

cliff. Pig’s tail wrapped around the vegetation’s 

root was the only thing hindering him from de-

scending and landing face flat on the rough 

forest floor. Pig remained like this for countless 

hours, staring hopelessly at the greenery. 

Clutching on tightly, Pig didn’t dare to release 

his tired tail, for below waited the muck. Hang-

ing miserably off the cliff, Pig glanced hopefully 

at a happy hummingbird prancing below aim-

lessly. 

Pig cried out to the startled hummingbird, “Help 

me… please!” 

The shocked hummingbird gasped at Pig and 

flew off in a hurry. 

Only moments later, a band of colourful hum-

Why Pigs Have Curly Tails 
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HAPPENINGS 

mingbirds appeared. Muttering and chirping among themselves, the hummingbirds derived a scheme 

to save Pig from his catastrophe. The entire group locked their sharp beaks on Pig’s regularly tended 

skin and heaved him up over the edge, dropping him on the top of the cliff with a great ‘Thud!’.  

Rising from the ground abruptly, Pig showed his appreciation and thankfulness to the polite hum-

mingbirds. Pig gazed at himself. His clean body was transformed into utter filthiness. Covered with 

dirt and filth, Pig’s squalid body made him feel ashamed. His figure bore many markings and scratch-

es from the hummingbird’s beaks. But most importantly, he took note of his tail. Since his beloved tail 

had been wrapped around the plant root for such a long period of time, it had basically become like a 

spring. Pig disliked his appearance but understood something only a man of wise stature could con-

clude.  

Looking upon the hummingbirds’ joyful and peaceful lifestyle, he deciphered that what you look like 

doesn’t matter. Pig didn’t make any sort of attempt to change himself back into his immaculate form. 

Instead, he surprisingly raised his offspring in this very manner. And to this day, all pigs both from the 

wild and farm-raised, are just like Pig: filthy, carefree and modest.  

Year 4—Up, up and away! 

Hot air balloons were the order of  the day for Year 4 students during a recent art 
lesson.  They learnt how to show depth, space and perspective, and at the same 
time, learnt about the different parts of  a hot air balloon.  Their vibrant colours 
make them glow in the sky!   

Jasnoor 

Frances 

Andrew Amaira 

Summer Guinevere 
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HAPPENINGS 

Year 3– Hands-on!  

Year 3 have just finished making some 
'Minecraft Me' art pieces, drawing self  
portraits in Minecraft-esque grid-style with 
a bubble wrap painted background. 
Thanks to all the parents and students for 
scrounging bubble wrap around the home 
for repurposing!  
 
 

Year 5—My Swimming Experience I  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d 
swimming, especially the 
cool clear water. We had 
lots of  fun with our 
friends and we played 
games in the water. I 
learned some new things 
and had heaps of  fun. 

Mannreet Maan 

I enjoyed many activities we did while swimming. I’ll 
share some of  my favourites. The first activity I loved 
was the races while we were in the pool. My second 
favourite was the dolphin dives. Dolphin dives are just 
so thrilling. My third favourite was freestyle. I loved 
swimming so much but it’s sad that there was a flood. 

Jesse Faletanoai 

When we first arrived, I 
was nervous and scared. 
It was very fun learning 
about the wonders of  
swimming. When I made 
mistakes the instructors 
helped us. It was a very 
fun experience. I am very 
grateful.  Asher Reitsma 

We have been learning about 
accurate and misleading models in 
Culture and Science. Feel free to quiz 
us about which parts of  our volcano 
experiment represent reality, and 
which aspects might be slightly 
misleading.  
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HAPPENINGS 

High School 

High school students are currently sitting 
preliminary exams in preparation for  upcoming 
external exams.  These exams are important as 
they give an indication of  areas of  strength and 
weakness. But exams are balanced out by some 
time to relax and have some fun.   
 
Dress Like a Teacher Day was exactly what was 
needed as a respite from studying! The number 
of  suits and frocks going diligently about their 
way was impressive!  And looking at these 
photos, students were astonishingly accurate in 
the portrayal of  their teachers!!  Teachers were 
quick to make the most of  this day too—did 
you notice an extra student or two in the 
classroom?  More photos will be in the next 
High School Update.   

Decadent home baked 
goods were available 
for sale to high school 
students—in aid of  
their end of  year 
graduation.   

Above: Mr K 
and Mr K 
(Thomas Fryer). 
 
 
Left: Miss K 
(Keira Shallard) 
and Miss K.   



Parents, please mark this new date 

Tuesday 8th November from 7.00 to 9.00pm 
 

 

 

 

 

We believe this is such an important issue for each and every family that 
we have invested in bringing the programme to our families.  
Aimed at every parent who has a child who uses the internet  

or will use the internet in the future.  
Learn practical solutions to keep your children safer online.   

Meet in the church. 
 

We strongly request that every family is represented.   
Every teacher will be attending also.   

General 
Yummy Stickers—please continue to collect them. www.yummyfruit.co.nz 

Clothing—please ask your child to check the clothing bin for lost property.  All 
unclaimed clothing will be disposed of  at the end of  the term. 
Clothing Bin—A reminder that we have a bin on site at the senior end of  the 
school for used or unwanted clothing or bric-a-brac.   Please support our school. 
We receive a donation every time the bin is emptied.   
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PARENTS’ CORNER 

Term Dates 2023 
 
Term 1: 31 Jan to 6 Apr 

Term 2: 26 Apr to 30 Jun 

Term 3: 17 Jul to 22 Sep 

Term 4:  9 Oct to 8 Dec 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
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Term 3:  25 Jul to 30 Sep 
    Year 6:      25 Jul to 4 Oct 

Term 4:  17 Oct to 9 Dec 
                    

 Give thanks: 

• for a dedicated, capable staff  team at MCS 

• that our school is free to unashamedly train the next generation of  

Christian leaders and thinkers 

• for the gospel that saves us from the power of  sin and death—lest we 

forget its significance 

 

 Please pray: 

• for the right staff  to fill vacancies in MCS for next year 

• for students currently sitting school exams and preparing for their 

external Cambridge exams starting in October 

• that our property development plans will meet with Council approval 

• for opportunities for God’s light to shine out of  our lives in the power 

of  the Holy Spirit, seeing lives transformed 

 

Scripture 

‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted,  
seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple.’  

Isaiah 6:1 

 
 

 

 

77 Rogers Road  • P O Box 75-623 • Manurewa • Ph 269-1050     

admin@manukauchristian.school.nz  •  manukauchristian.school.nz 
Join our Facebook Group 

 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

TERM DATES 2022 

High School Term 4:  
12 Oct – 25 Nov (Y11-13) 
12 Oct – 6 Dec (Y9-10) 


